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History
Following the events of September 11, 2001, New York City 
faith-based agencies established programs to assist in rescue, 
relief, and recovery efforts. Thousands of religious leaders and 
people of faith volunteered to serve those impacted by the 
disaster and the recovery worker community. This collective 
response was effective, but it lacked the capacity to coordinate 
recovery services or resources to prepare for future disasters. 

NYDIS was incorporated in 2003 to meet these needs. It has 
proven to be an innovative model for an interfaith long-term 
recovery organization. NYDIS has now evolved beyond the 
limits of a typical recovery agency to address all phases of a 
disaster life cycle, including sustained advocacy, mitigation 
education, preparedness training, disaster planning, and 
recovery programs. 

Mission
New York Disaster Interfaith Services (NYDIS) is a 501(c)(3)  
faith-based federation of service providers and charitable 
organizations who work in partnership to provide disaster 
readiness, response, and recovery services for New York City.

Our mission is to coordinate, develop, and support these 
disaster services to mitigate the harm of, prepare for, and 
respond to all hazards – both natural and human-caused. 
NYDIS provides secular human services to faith communities 
and individuals alike, regardless of membership status 
or religious affiliation. In times of crisis, NYDIS convenes 
its leadership to network with government agencies and 
local, state, and national organizations involved in disaster 
management. These partnerships facilitate the delivery of 
services, resources, and information to religious communities, 
under-served victims, and impacted communities.
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Dear Members & Partners:
It has been six years since the interfaith relief and recovery efforts of September 11, 2001 began. 
In time, the improvised partnerships and innovations of those early efforts gave rise to a permanent 
coalition: New York Disaster Interfaith Services – now commonly known throughout the United States 
disaster community and beyond as NYDIS. 

Over the past five years of operations, the founding partnership of four faith-based providers has 
evolved into a network of 30 agencies with a full-time staff of 17 employees supported by a $3.1 million 
annual budget. NYDIS’ agencies work in partnership to serve tens of thousands of New York City 
disaster victims with a broad array of services, including:
 AmeriCorps*VISTA capacity-building for Faith-Based Organizations
 Chaplaincy and spiritual care 
 Disaster advocacy initiatives 
 Disaster communications and online resources
 Innovative online technology tools 
 Long-term recovery coordination and outreach
 Mitigation education and preparedness training
 Non-profit disaster human services planning
 Unmet needs assistance and referral

We have been blessed, and we are thankful. 

First, we thank all of you who have supported NYDIS by providing us with your leadership, your financial 
contributions, your helping hands, and your participation in our conferences, workshops, and advocacy 
and service programs. Next, we thank our exceptional staff for their untiring commitment to our mission 
and for their many extra efforts.

Over the past year, NYDIS has continued its focus on our ongoing recovery programs for 9/11, Katrina, 
and this year’s April Nor’easter and August flooding and tornado. We also expanded ongoing training in 
faith communities to mitigate the harm caused by disasters and better meet the needs of those affected. 
We believe that better preparing religious leaders and their houses of worship will make our communities 
more resilient. We understand that NYDIS must serve the needs of all faiths – indeed, of all New Yorkers – 
regardless of specific religious beliefs, memberships, or affiliations. 

With our many cooperative efforts, NYDIS hopes that our communities of faith are better prepared to help 
New Yorkers cope with the long-term impact of any and all disasters.

As always, our collaborations with the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the New York 
City Office of Emergency Management, and other governmental agencies, in addition to our NGO 
partnerships with the American Red Cross, the Human Services Council, and New York City VOAD, 
continue to greatly enhance the effectiveness of our work and theirs – and, that of faith communities 
citywide. 

This Annual Report provides an overview of our many accomplishments over the past years. We have 
just launched our new Disaster Chaplaincy and Spiritual Care program, published two new highly 
acclaimed best practices resources for NYC religious leaders, begun the citywide enrollment of the 
new HOWCALM™ system, and commenced a MTA subway poster advertising campaign for the NY 
State Workers’ Compensation Registry, reached the $2.7 million mark at the NYC 9/11 Unmet Needs 
Roundtable, and much, much more. 

Most recently, at a Gracie Mansion reception, Commissioner Joseph Bruno presented NYDIS with the 
Ready New York Partners in Preparedness Award for our “outstanding commitment to emergency 
preparedness and disaster education” – we are grateful for that recognition.

On behalf of the entire Board of Directors, we thank our many program partners and donors, without 
whom our services for all New Yorkers would not be possible. We also thank the Board members who 
have given so generously of their time, talent, and wisdom.

With respect and gratitude,

The Rev. Dr. Martha R. Jacobs, D.Min., BCC  Peter B. Gudaitis, M.Div. 
President, Board of Directors    Executive Director & CEO

November 15, 2007

“With our many cooperative efforts,  
NYDIS hopes that our communities  
of faith are better prepared to help  
New Yorkers cope with the long-term  
impact of any and all disasters.”
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Programs
NYDIS provides services through these programs –  
Advocacy, AmeriCorps*VISTA Program, Communications, 
Community Outreach and Training, HOWCALM™, Planning, 
Recovery, Unmet Needs Roundtables

The Impact of Our Partnership
Numbers reflect the combined total of persons or resources amongst NyDis members

Houses of Worship

3,811
Clergy or Worship Leaders

5,050
Worshipping Members

3,672,509
Houses of Worship Receiving Coastal Storm Resources

1,342
Houses of Worship Receiving Mitigation and Preparedness Resources

5,070
2007 Funding for Mitigation Education and Preparedness Training

$1,658,200
Disaster Clients Receiving Relief or Recovery Services

79,005
2007 Funding for Local Recovery

$7,780,000
Volunteer Hours on Disaster Response and Recovery

70,828
Volunteers Trained by American Red Cross in Greater New York – Shelter Management

1,350
Volunteers Trained by American Red Cross in Greater New York – Disaster Volunteer

3,000
Volunteers Trained by ICISF – Critical Incident Stress Debriefing

122
Volunteers Trained by NYDIS in Preparedness

5,435
Volunteers Trained by STAR NYC

2,450
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“NYDIS has made 
an invaluable 
contribution to 
our collective 
understanding of 
what a disaster  
means, and how 
widespread its 
deleterious  
effects can  
become. NYDIS 
is truly paving 
new ground in 
this area.” 
-Amardeep singh

Advocacy
The NYDIS Board of Directors, at the recommendation of its Advocacy Committee, amended its five 
Advocacy Priorities for 2007 – they can be found at http://www.nydis.org/disasteradvocacy/1.php. Over 
the past year, NYDIS members and staff have worked toward these priorities to ensure that the concerns 
of faith communities and the needs of under-served disaster impacted populations are addressed on a 
programmatic, governmental, and legislative level. 

With funding from the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee and Lutheran Disaster Response of 
New York, NYDIS partnered with the New York Committee on Occupational Safety and Health (NYCOSH) 
and its partners, the American Red Cross and the United Church of Christ, to advocate for an extension of 
the New York State Workers’ Compensation registration deadline for 9/11 responders. Those efforts were 
successful, and the deadline was extended by one year to August 2008. NYDIS and NYCOSH rolled out 
a subway ad campaign and several mail campaigns to publicize the new deadline. NYDIS also continued 
to support the Lower Manhattan Clergy Council’s efforts to advocate for the inclusion of different religious 
burial observances for interred remains and the incorporation of faith communities’ roles and stories into 
the WTC Memorial Museum exhibits. In addition, NYDIS and its members continued supporting the  
Sikh Coalition’s efforts to enact backlash mitigation and city-wide policies that protect the right to wear 
religious headdress.

Amardeep Singh, Esq.  
Executive Director, The Sikh Coalition 
“By becoming the first credible disaster-relief organization in the United States to recognize disaster-
driven backlash against minorities as a predictable, worldwide phenomenon – and to courageously urge 
government officials and the wider relief community to take steps to plan for, and to mitigate, it – NYDIS 
has made an invaluable contribution to our collective understanding of what a disaster means, and how 
widespread its deleterious effects can become. NYDIS is truly paving new ground in this area.”

Brother P. Adem Carroll 
President, Muslim Consultative Network
“Within the Muslim community, civil liberties are a high priority. For us, a civil liberties disaster started on 
9/11, and continues today. Through NYDIS, we have come to realize that what Muslims share with other 
faith communities are the tragic personal consequences of disaster. I have great confidence in the NYDIS 
leadership. I’m impressed with how NYDIS has been so supportive of the under-served immigrants in  
the Islamic community.”

Joel Shufro 
Executive Director, New York Committee for Occupational Safety and Health (NYCOSH)
“By working with NYDIS we were able to expand our outreach to workers and the immigrant communities 
who worked at the World Trade Center to provide them with information about where and how they could 
access medical and wage replacement benefits.  The partnership between NYDIS and NYCOSH had a 
synergistic impact!”
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AmeriCorps*VISTA  
Program
Following a two-year AmeriCorp program, NYDIS was accepted as a VISTA sponsoring organization 
under the Corporation for National and Community Service’s AmeriCorps*VISTA Program. NYDIS’ VISTA 
program engages one VISTA leader and 13 VISTA members at six sites in capacity building activities 
that enhance and expand disaster preparedness and recovery services for low-income communities in 
New York City and the nation at large. The members are involved in development, community organizing, 
outreach, research, database, and training initiatives. In an effort to have a far-reaching impact on disaster 
human services and the skills of faith communities in addressing the needs of low-income, disaster-
impacted populations, these VISTAs come together under the NYDIS umbrella to ensure sustainable 
capacity in interagency communications and collaboration.

AmeriCorps*VISTA Members & Sites as of 11/07:

The Muslim Consultative Network: 
(One Opening)

National Disaster Interfaiths Network (NDIN): 
Emily Stoneham, VisTA Member-NDiN

New York City Office of Emergency Management: 
Elissa Jun, VisTA Member-External Affairs, CERT 
Calder Yates, VisTA Member-External Affairs, Faith-Based Outreach

New York Disaster Interfaith Services (NYDIS): 
Sara Epstein, VisTA Member-Recovery & Advocacy 
Ricardo Fernandez, VisTA Member-HOWCALM™ 
Amber Gibson, VisTA Leader 
Laurie Rhodes, VisTA Member-HOWCALM™ 
Alison VanBuskirk, VisTA Member-Communications  
(One Opening)

September Space - World Cares Center: 
Tyler Hurley, VisTA Member-DPTM Curricula Development 
(Two Openings)

The Sikh Coalition: 
Paul Russell, VisTA Member-Development

Paul Russell 
VISTA Member, Development, The Sikh Coalition
“For three years after college, while working in Kazhakstan and Sri Lanka, I observed how religious, 
cultural and ideological tensions could have a devastating impact on people, especially on children.  
These experiences awakened me to the importance of embracing pluralism and diversity as an 
opportunity, not as a problem. In New York City, in the post-9/11 context, the hate crimes endured by  
the Sikh population have been highly disproportionate. I’m extremely gratified to be helping the Sikh 
Coalition in an AmeriCorps*VISTA position under the NYDIS umbrella. It lets me serve as an advocate  
for minority rights within a sensitive, multi-cultural approach to safer living for all people.”  

Robin Corindo 
State Program Specialist, Corporation for National and Community Service
“As a federal agent, I manage the Americorps*VISTA grant program within New York State. Our new 
partnership with NYDIS is something we’re very excited about. It not only helps to fulfill our agency’s 
strategic initiative for disaster preparedness but also fits within our overall mission to bring low-income 
individuals out of poverty. The federal government understands the important role that faith-based 
organizations play in their communities. NYDIS is a great partnership for us because it gives us access to 
smaller faith-based organizations that might otherwise not come to us for support or not qualify on their 
own. And NYDIS has recruited some incredibly hard-working, talented VISTA members.”

“Throughout my adult life, I’ve been  
involved in outreach programs, case 
management and mental health  
counseling. As a seminarian currently 
training to be ordained, I find that  
helping to build the capacity of NYDIS’ 
adds a rich dimension to my life.  
As I provide outreach out to various  
houses of worship, I realize that I’m  
raising the consciousness of people’s 
needs – needs that would become  
more acute in any emergency.” 
-Laurie Rhodes



11NYDIS 2007 Annual Report

Communications
Communications, with the expanded capacity of a VISTA member, continues to provide communication 
support for the larger mission of NYDIS and its programs. The staff promotes NYDIS’ events and services 
and produces and distributes comprehensive resources about recovery, mitigation education, and 
preparedness training best practices. Communications manages three primary vehicles of communication: 
NYDISnet – the bi-weekly e-newsletter; NYDISnet ALERTS – up-to-date emergency information in times of 
crisis; and the NYDIS website – www.nydis.org. In 2007, NYDISnet increased its distribution significantly to 
over 10,000 subscribers each month, while the website averages 300,000 hits per month. NYDIS news, 
events, and resources received coverage in over 100 news outlets and professional publications in 2007.

The production of educational materials and the management of outreach campaigns also saw 
extraordinary growth under Communications this year. NYDIS distributed 25,000 e-briefs on best 
practices tools and events and managed 11 city-wide mailings to houses of worship for conferences 
and events, as well as readiness, response, and recovery tools. These efforts serve to empower faith 
communities, our partners, and the broader community with valuable resources, news, and best 
practices. Communications continued to engage and support NYDIS members and partners, elected 
officials, community organizations, and NYC agencies in responding to and preparing for disasters. The 
staff also collaborated with these organizations to educate, inform, and inspire cooperation. By developing 
and maintaining these key relationships, Communications operates as a central place for reaching out to 
the communities that NYDIS serves. 

Scott A. Graham 
Chief Response Officer, American Red Cross in Greater New York
“NYDIS’ communication tools have been very effective in enhancing response. Its e-newsletter and 
website are first-rate for distribution of critical information.”

Michael Stoller 
Executive Director, Human Services Council of New York City
“NYDIS does a very strong job of gathering and distributing information to its agencies – and to anyone 
who would like to subscribe to its newsletter or visit its website – about the latest in a broad range of 
concerns in the helping community of human services organizations.”

Father David Kossey 
Disaster Response Coordinator, International Orthodox Christian Charities
“NYDISnet is my go-to source for up-to-date information. It is truly an encyclopedic resource for the 
disaster and human services world.”

“NYDIS’ genius is to coordinate and  
disseminate key information, in a  
user-friendly way, to faith communities.” 
-The Reverend Canon storm swain
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“Becoming a member of NYDIS’ Board has given  
me an opportunity to discuss training with many  
members of the clergy.”  
-scott A. Graham

Community Outreach  
& Training
In 2007, the Community Outreach & Training Program continued efforts to build the capacity of clergy, 
religious leaders, houses of worship, and faith-based agencies to mitigate the harm disaster can cause 
and to prepare for all hazards, particularly in under-resourced communities. Trainings and outreach were 
provided to thousands of New Yorkers in the areas of disaster spiritual care, emergency relief, and long-
term recovery readiness. Our goal is to empower New Yorkers to realize their own readiness, response, 
and recovery capacity. 

In partnership with the New York City Office of Emergency Management, NYDIS provided conferences, 
trainings, and resources to over 3,000 religious leaders – including a first-time Hurricane Summit. Through 
a new partnership with the American Red Cross in Greater New York, over 5,000 houses of worship and 
religious communities now have access to all hazards trainings and volunteer programs. In June, STAR 
NYC (Strategies for Trauma Awareness and Resilience) came under the aegis of NYDIS. Developed by 
Church World Service and Eastern Mennonite University, it provides training about the physiological, 
psychosocial, and spiritual effects of trauma and their role in conflict.

In August, NYDIS released 15 “Disaster Tip Sheets for NYC Religious Leaders” on a comprehensive array 
of best practices in human services topics. Authored by 16 spiritual care and mental health experts and 
published in September, the new NyDis Manual for New york City Religious Leaders: spiritual Care and 
Mental Health for Disaster Response and Recovery is comprehensive and thorough in providing practical 
tools and information on self-care and the spiritual care of the public. These new resources provide critical 
information and templates for developing thoughtful and effective strategies to enhance community and 
individual resilience.

The Reverend Canon Storm Swain 
Chair, Disaster Response Team, Episcopal Diocese of New York 
“To sit at a NYDIS conference table with Christians, Buddhists, Muslims, Sikhs and others – all working 
together, all focused on the single issue of helping New York prepare for the next catastrophic event – is 
an amazing, inspiring experience. NYDIS’ genius is to coordinate and disseminate key information, in a 
user-friendly way, to faith communities. For me, the bottom line is: Were a disaster to happen tomorrow, 
are we better-prepared than we were five years ago? The answer is yes!”

Linda Reed Brown 
Director, Domestic Disaster Response, Church World Service
“My part in the recent NYDIS Clergy Summit was actually quite small, but being on a multi-faith leadership 
panel was really awesome! What a witness NYDIS makes to the community of faith when such leaders 
join each other on the dais in a display of such varied backgrounds and beliefs. I hope NYDIS continues 
modeling the fact that many cultures and faith practices can be valued simultaneously.”

Scott A. Graham 
Chief Response Officer, American Red Cross in Greater New York
“I joined the Red Cross after a Marine Corps career that included service in an anti-terrorism unit. I 
know first-hand that NYDIS, Red Cross and Marine responders all share two traits – first, an unshakable 
commitment to a critical mission; second, a selfless devotion to duty. As a nation, we’re in a progression 
to understand that preparedness, like charity, begins at home.”
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HOWCALM™ 
(House of Worship Communitywide Asset and Logistics Management System)

Developed by NYDIS staff and AmeriCorps*VISTA members over the past two years, HOWCALM™ is a 
secure, web-driven database used to coordinate the mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery-
related assets of more than 5,000 houses of worship, 1,000 religious schools, and 300 faith-based human 
service agencies in New York City. This innovative, asset-mapping tool is indispensable when marshalling 
faith-based resources needed for local, regional, and/or national emergencies. For individual houses of 
worship, HOWCALM™ provides a means to assess and enhance their level of preparedness. Within faith 
communities, HOWCALM™ enables senior religious leaders to manage the assets and vulnerabilities of all 
houses of worship and institutions under their direct jurisdiction. Disaster response agencies—such as the 
American Red Cross in Greater New York or the NYC Office of Emergency Management—can be granted 
secure access to the data by NYDIS to more effectively and promptly locate and deploy faith-based assets 
and provide humanitarian assistance and non-sectarian spiritual care. Since January 2007, HOWCALM™ 
has been implemented in all five boroughs. Following a successful pilot at the local level, NYDIS aims to 
develop the system regionally and nationally.

The Honorable Adolfo Carrión 
The Bronx Borough President 
“This secure, web-based, database system will transform the coordination of resources and services in 
preparation for and response to disaster in New York City. HOWCALM™ provides a tool for tracking the 
logistics and resources of not only houses of worship, religious schools and service providers here in the 
Bronx, but for all faith communities throughout the Bronx and across the city.”

Ken Curtin 
Volunteer Agency Liaison , FEMA Region II 
“We’ve needed HOWCALM™ for 35 years. For disasters small or large, involving the faith communities is 
essential. They hold valuable information and communicating the usefulness of this database resource is 
what we can do now in order to serve the community better during a disaster.”

Robert Wilson 
Senior Director of Planning and Preparedness, American Red Cross in Greater New York 
“Emergency management professionals need to know the logistics in order to plan and respond in 
an efficient way. NYDIS has gone a long way in making that a reality. After 9/11, when I was Deputy 
Commissioner of Operations for the NYC Office of Emergency Management, I was at the receiving end  
of many faith communities that wanted to offer their resources. Now there is a central meeting point  
for all that information.” 

“HOWCALM™ gives the Episcopal  
Diocese of New York and other faith 
communities a critical tool for tracking 
and managing human and material  
assets in times of crisis. Our Diocese 
will now be better served by leaders 
and congregants educated about  
readiness and skilled response and  
recovery when needed. Participation  
in HOWCALM™ is the key to the  
safety of our community, your family 
and yourself.” 
-The Rt. Rev. Mark s. sisk 
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“NYDIS pulls together various organizations  
in the faith sector to speak with one voice.” 
-Ken Curtin

Planning
In partnership with the broader non-profit and government disaster human services sector, NYDIS staff 
members actively participate in city-wide, regional, and national disaster mitigation, response, and 
recovery planning initiatives. These efforts are primarily coordinated by working groups of the Human 
Services Council (HSC) and the New York City Office of Emergency Management (NYC OEM), as well 
as New York City Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (NYC VOAD) and their state and national 
programs. NYDIS provides coordination and operational insight into the capacity of its members to fill 
gaps in faith-based human services planning and ensure that the needs of faith communities are met 
during times of crisis.  

NYDIS’ Executive Director is a member of the HSC Emergency Preparedness Committee and its Staff 
Management Group, which coordinates the overall planning efforts of the non-profit human services 
sector. Through HSC, NYDIS staff and member agencies work to coordinate New York City’s Coordinated 
Assistance Network (CAN) program and its pilot initiatives. As a member of NYC OEM’s Disaster 
Assistance Service Center (DASC) Planning Group, NYDIS serves alongside other agencies to plan for 
services and support needed to operate an effective DASC in future city crises. A DASC was established 
in Brooklyn this fall in response to the needs of Brooklyn and Queens residents after the flooding and 
tornado of August 8.

NYDIS continues to work in consultation with agencies in New York City and across the country to support 
planning efforts that best serve the needs of diverse faith communities.

Ken Curtin 
Voluntary Agency Liaison, FEMA Region ii
“What NYDIS does is simple to understand and explain, but not easy to achieve. NYDIS is a fabulous 
model for the rest of the nation, especially given how new NYDIS is. Nothing comparable exists anywhere 
else at this level of capacity and sophistication. NYDIS reflects the commitment of its founders and 
members, and the extreme talent of its leaders. Having already succeeded beyond anyone’s wildest 
dreams, NYDIS is still moving forward at a fast clip, with great grace. New Yorkers’ post-disaster suffering 
will always be far less in degree, and far shorter in duration, than if NYDIS weren’t working so hard to 
coordinate caregivers.”

The Honorable Joseph Bruno  
Commissioner, NyC Office of Emergency Management
“NYDIS and OEM have a strong, cooperative relationship that many non-NYDIS faith-based organizations 
have begun to emulate. NYDIS has gone far beyond coordinating disaster services. It has become the 
central conduit for faith-based communities to serve New Yorkers in times of dire need. It’s always great 
to have an institutional partner that wants to do good things to enhance the work that government is 
mandated to do at critical moments. When NYDIS makes the effort to ensure that its work will dovetail 
with our plans, it’s truly a blessing.”

Ali Gheith, MS 
Coordinator of Population-Based Resiliency, NyC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
After 9/11, NYDIS pulled the faith communities together. NYDIS has been at the forefront of efforts to 
bridge the gap of misunderstanding between mental-health professionals and clergy over how to provide 
‘psychological first aid’ to disaster victims. Through NYDIS, we were able to bring both groups together 
to discuss their respective strengths and weaknesses and to plan collaboration. This was a remarkable 
breakthrough that will benefit thousands of New Yorkers.”
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“…[I] want to commend you on providing this important  
resource for those of us in the field. The Disaster Mental  
Health and Spiritual Care Manual will be very helpful.  
It is carefully thought-out and written with sensitivity for  
the nuances essential when providing a pastoral presence  
to people in crisis. Thank you for your contribution to the field.”  
-Rabbi Myrna Matsa, D.Min.

Recovery 
The Recovery Program provides coordinative services for all disaster relief and recovery operations, as well 
as training and support to case workers, clergy, and caregivers.  

World Trade Center Terrorist Attack - September 11, 2001
NYDIS continued its ongoing 9/11 recovery efforts, including the Lower Manhattan Clergy Council 
and group pastoral care for clinicians at the Mt. Sinai Hospital WTC Medical Monitoring and Treatment 
Program. NYDIS also continued to support and expand its online recovery resources database via www.
nydis.org and the distribution of all current recovery news via NYDISnet, our bi-weekly e-newsletter. 
NYDIS co-sponsored the 9/11/07 Interfaith Memorial Service along with the Buddhist Community and the 
Interfaith Center of New York – over 1,000 community members attended.  

To support and provide continued 9/11 recovery resources for religious leaders, NYDIS published a 
160-page manual entitled the “NYDIS Manual for NYC Religious Leaders: Spiritual Care and Mental Health 
for Disaster Response and Recovery,” which is a comprehensive resource guide to self-care and recovery 
for clergy and those in their care 

Hurricanes Katrina & Rita Evacuees in New York City - August 2005
For two years, NYDIS provided recovery coordination and services to Katrina Evacuees in New York City, 
including: advocacy; $500,000 in clothing & furniture distribution; caregiver training; relocations services; 
and, the administration of the NYC Katrina Unmet Needs Roundtable. The Roundtable distributed 
approximately $15,000 per month to evacuee families who resettled in the greater New York area. 
Although 200 families remained in case management as of August 2007, NYDIS closed its remaining 
recovery programs due to lack of funding. 

April Nor’easter & August Flooding & Tornado - 2007
In 2007, NYDIS was actively involved in two local recovery efforts: 1) the development of online recovery 
resources for the April 2007 Nor’easter impacting Staten Island; 2) the coordination of clean-up and 
recovery efforts following the August 8, 2007 flooding and tornado in Brooklyn and Queens.  

Following the severe weather on August 8, NYDIS coordinated debris removal and mud-out teams from 
Mennonite Disaster Services and Southern Baptist Men in an effort to speed the recovery process for 
many area families. The teams, brought in from areas as far away as Pennsylvania and the Upstate New 
York Finger Lakes, cleared and removed damaged trees and removed debris and sheetrock from flood-
damaged residences. With the assistance of local partners, NYDIS-coordinated disaster recovery teams 
provided free assistance to 26 homes. In addition, NYDIS coordinated the translation of outreach materials 
and the development of the assistance guide for affected families.

John Berglund 
Director, Emergency Disaster Services, The Salvation Army of Greater New York
“Being new to the community, my participation on the NYDIS Board of Directors provides an excellent 
introduction to the vast faith-based community of Greater New York.  My ongoing observation is that 
NYDIS provides a vibrant network that successfully facilitates a faith-based dialogue on all aspects 
of emergency management, as well as serving as an educational tool to build local capacity for every 
neighborhood congregation that seeks it. NYDIS’ mission is unique in this respect, and ultimately serves all 
clients of all faiths, an amazing accomplishment that is being held up as a model throughout the country.”  

Michael Coomb-Smith 
A Hurricane Evacuee to New York City from Beaumont, Texas
“As the hurricane was brewing, I received a warning to evacuate my family from Beaumont, Texas.  
We packed some personal effects, climbed into the car, and drove toward upstate Arlington. A trip that 
normally takes four hours took three days, in bumper-to-bumper traffic. When we finally reached New York 
City, NYDIS made us feel welcome and accepted, and helped make our lives bearable again.”
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Unmet Needs  
Roundtables
NYC 9/11 Unmet Needs Roundtable
Over the past year, the NYC 9/11 Unmet Needs Roundtable has continued its referral services and 
distribution of cash assistance to direct victims and injured 9/11 recovery workers. Since its inception in 
2002, the Roundtable has distributed more than $6.7 million in cash assistance and vouchers to meet 
the unmet material needs of 9/11 clients.  The Roundtable is currently administered by NYDIS via funding 
from the American Red Cross Liberty Fund and Lutheran Disaster Response of New York. Since January 
2007, the Roundtable reviewed 339 case presentations for funding from 10 case management agencies. 
The cases were reviewed by donors representing God’s Love is Needed Now Fund, Lutheran Disaster 
Response of New York, NYDIS, and Safe Horizon, as well as an immigration attorney from Lutheran Social 
Services LIRS Program.

Continuity of Services Grants
For a second year, NYDIS awarded grants to community and faith-based organizations providing case 
management services to 9/11-impacted communities and injured recovery workers. In 2007, with grant 
funding from the American Red Cross Liberty Fund, NYDIS awarded seven Continuity of services Grants 
to six agencies. The seven $55,000 grants fund full-time case managers to continue the provision of 
vital case management, coordinated assistance, and advocacy services for the 9/11-impacted clients. 
Grantees include Asociación Tepeyac de New York, Hamilton-Madison House Chinatown Resource 
Center, Islamic Circle of North America—Relief USA, Lutheran Social Services of New York, Metropolitan 
Council on Jewish Poverty, and St. Mark’s Place Institute/UNITAS. Year to date, there are over 700 clients 
in active case management.

9/11 Recovery Worker Coordinated Assistance Network
NYDIS established a special “instance” of the national Coordinated Assistance Network (CAN) software 
called the 9/11 Recovery Worker Coordinated Assistance Network (9/11 RWCAN). This specially 
formatted, web-based database supports client information-sharing among case management agencies 
for the purposes of increasing inter-agency collaboration, decreasing duplication of services, streamlining 
the referral of services, and creating a central client recovery resource database.

Nites Out on Broadway
Beginning in the spring of 2007, NYDIS began a new project initiated by Broadway actors called “Nite 
Out on Broadway.” Through this partnership with the cast, crew, and production companies of two 
productions, recovery worker clients from the NYC 9/11 Unmet Needs Roundtable and their families were 
provided with free tickets to attend “The Pirate Queen.” And, in September, the cast and crew of “Mary 
Poppins” provided 400 free tickets to 9/11 responders and their families.

Scottie Hill 
9/11 Social Work and Advocacy Services Manager,  
Mt. Sinai WTC Health Effects Treatment Program
“At Mt. Sinai, we operate a voucher program with NYDIS to give out immediate food, clothing and 
transportation assistance to patients who don’t have any regular compensation. The people in the 
particular faith-based agencies that make up NYDIS are open, flexible, kind, compassionate,  
non-judgmental and certainly not bureaucratic. It’s easy to access NYDIS’ assistance. That’s a public 
service in itself.”

Nabila Khan 
Coney Island Avenue Justice Project (CIAP)
“No words can do justice to the unprecedented contributions of the Unmet Needs Roundtable. It made a 
dramatic difference in the lives of clients who were in desperate need of financial assistance. If it were not 
for the Roundtable, we would not have been able to reach out to community members in the aftermath 
of 9/11. It has been wonderfully refreshing to work with a group that seeks to fulfill the unmet needs of 
under-served communities in a timely manner.”

“I feel an enormous sense of relief and tranquility.  The 9/11  
Unmet Needs Roundtable has helped me move on with my life, 
to overcome my problems.  The Roundtable has assisted  
me mainly with rent assistance, which is the most depressing 
and the most important thing for me.  I am thankful to this  
organization for giving me these moments, this peace of mind  
in times of crisis.” 
-Guelmer Rendon



23NYDIS 2007 Annual Report

Statement of Activity
As of December 31, 2006

    Jan-Dec 2006 Jan-Dec 2005

Revenue
Memberships 26,900 81,210 
Grants and Donations 2,113,178 809,128 
Interest and Dividend 37,102 35,015 
Gain/Loss 11,560 (16,186) 
Other   204 9,537

Total   2,188,944 918,704

Expenses
Program 
 Recovery and Victim Advocacy 
  9/11 Recovery 340,556 206,885 
  Katrina Recovery 138,461 70,179 
 Unmet Needs Funds 
  NYC 911 Unmet Needs Roundtable  1,246,001 633,156 
 Disaster Planning and Training 252,709 204,807 
 Other Funds - 20,111

Total Program 1,977,727 1,135,138

General and Administrative 256,814 185,987 
Fund Raising 102,633 143,368

Total Expenses 2,337,174 1,464,493

Change in Net Assets for the year (148,230) (545,789) 
Net Assets, beginning of the year 810,684 1,356,473

Net Assets, end of year 662,454 810,684

Statement of Financial Position
As of December 31, 2006

Assets
Cash    2,478 70,651 
Investments 488,308 701,149 
Grants receivable 143,816 - 
Other   72,867 66,692

Total Assets 707,469 838,492

Liabilities
Accrued Expenses 45,015 27,808

Net Assets
Unrestricted 5,546 46,837 
Temporarily Restricted  656,908 763,847

Total Net Assets 662,454 810,684

Total Liabilites and Net Assets 707,469 838,492
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Institutional Donors  
& Grantors
Institutional Donors And Grantmakers

Acts Ten, Inc. $100
American Red Cross – Liberty Disaster Fund $2,312,487
American Red Cross in Greater New York $500
Anonymous Family Foundation   $70,000
Black Equity Alliance   $10,000
Chadbourne & Parke LLP Foundation $5,000
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee $75,500
Church of God In Christ – Eastern New York District $200
Delaware Interfaith Coalition   $1,064
Episcopal Relief and Development $107,000
Families of September 11 $100
HSBC Bank USA $5,000
International Orthodox Christian Charities $200
Islamic Circle of North America – Relief USA $5,000
Islamic Society of Bay Ridge $200
London Diocesan Fund $892
Lutheran Disaster Response of New York $43,450
Muslim Consultative Network  $200
New York Community Trust   $5,000
New York State Corps Collaboration  $4,397
Northeast Community Transformation   $15,000
Orthodox Church in America $90,000
Presbytery of New York City – Presbyterian Disaster Assistance $10,000
Presbytery of New York City  $5,000
Rotary Club of Verrazano   $5,316
Sacramento Region Citizens Corp Council $1,030
The Sikh Coalition $200
Taiwan Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation USA  $200
The Salvation Army of New York $200
The Society of St. Vincent De Paul  $200
United Chaplains State of New York $700
United Church of Christ - National Disaster Ministries $25,000
United Methodist Church – New York Annual Conference $5,000
United Methodist Committee on Relief $14,000
United Sikhs in Service of America – Membership Fee  $200
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services – VISTA  $13,385
World Vision of New York $200
 

Individual Donors 

$251 - $1,000
Anonymous 
Ken Curtin
The Rev. Dr. Martha Jacobs
Vincent Reilly
Ruth Yoder Wenger and David Wenger
William Youmans

$51 - $250
Musa Abdus-Salaam 
Ann Arvia
Stephanie Block
Christopher Calabrese
Mark Dobrow
Andrew and Linda Fenton
Peter Gudaitis 
Katherine Hiler and Daniel Jenkins
Christopher and Pamela Hughes
Benoît Jadoul and Diana Shih 
Julian Kelly
Elizabeth Knowles and Kieran O’Hare
Rebecca Luker
Anthony Lynn
Gary Martori
Lily Wu
Karen Zabinski

Up to $50
Joseph and Kathleen Beck
Pamela Bradley
Ashley Brown
Richard Brown Byron
Robin and Nancy Cook
Noelle Curran
Marjorie Denton
Sandra Franck
Ruth Gottschall
Emily Harvey-Lee and Gavin Lee
Ginny Hounsell
Kurt Kielman
David and Susan Levine
Tokiko Masuda
Michael McCarty
Sean and Beth McCourt
Cassandra Morgan
B.L. Morse
Aine O’Ceallaigh
Janelle Robinson
Estella Marie Simmons
Charlene Speyerer
Catherine Walker
Edward Wilson
Kevin Yee

In-Kind Support

About Faces Graphics
American Red Cross in Greater New York
Bay Ridge Baptist Church
Broadway Cast of Mary Poppins
Broadway Cast of Pirate Queen
Chadbourne & Parke LLP
Crumbs Bake Shop
David Dean Mission House
Essex World Café
Gap, Inc.
Gary C. Suson – Ground Zero Museum 
Martech System Integration
Melissa Reed
Muslim Consultative Network
New York Sound & Visual Corp.
Old Navy Stores
Pathmark Corporation
Taiwan Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation
The Salvation Army of Greater New York
Tribute WTC 9/11 Visitor Center
William Youmans
Worksight
World Vision

Individual Donors
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President
The Rev. Dr. Martha R. Jacobs, D.Min, BCC 
United Church of Christ - National Disaster Ministries

First Vice President
Amardeep Singh, Esq. 
The sikh Coalition

Second Vice President
The Rev. James Pullings, Jr. 
Church of God in Christ – Eastern New york District

Third Vice President
The Rev. Dr. Charles H. Straut, Jr. 
UMC – New york Annual Conference

Secretary
Lily R. Wu, MLS 
Lutheran Disaster Response of New york

Treasurer
Br. Altaj Ilyas 
Member–At-Large

Directors
Elder Robert M. Arnold, MA 
Presbytery of New york City

Dr. Ayub Badat  
islamic Circle of North America – Relief

Len & Carrie Blauwkamp  
Christian Reform World Relief Committee –  
NE Region

John Berglund 
The salvation Army of Greater New york – EDs

Br. P. Adem Carroll, MA 
Muslim Consultative Network

Nicholas Chakos   
international Orthodox Christian Charities

Christine Connell  
Lutheran social services Of New york

Ken Curtin*  
FEMA - Region ii

The Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie   
UMC - New york Annual Conference

Ali M. Gheith, MS, MPH*  
NyC Department Of Health & Mental Hygiene

Rashaan Graham 
World Vision - New york

Scott A. Graham*  
American Red Cross in Greater New york

The Rev. William Grant   
Lower Manhattan Clergy Council

The Venerable Michael Kendall   
Episcopal Diocese Of New york

The Venerable Bhante Kondanna   
The Buddhist Council Of New york

Brother Joel Magallan  
Asociacion Tepeyac De New york (Roman Catholic)

Dina Maniotis*   
NyC Office Of Emergency Management

Wael Mousfar  
islamic society of Bay Ridge

Br. Abdus-Salaam Musa  
islamic Circle of North America – Relief

Hayyim Obadyah, MPA*  
Human services Council of New york City

Vincent D.P. Reilly  
The society of saint Vincent de Paul  
(Roman Catholic)

Rev. Elvis Santiago  
United Chaplains of New york

Kuldip Singh  
The United sikhs

Adrian Straker*  
Brooklyn Borough President’s Office

The Rev. Canon Storm Swain   
Episcopal Diocese of New york

Sister Ruth Yoder Wenger  
Mennonite Disaster services – sTAR NyC

Ricky Wong  
Taiwan Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation

*Advisory Member

Immediate Past President 
Elder Betty C. Jones, LCSW 
Presbytery of New york City

Counsel to the Board
Mary T. Yelenick, Esq. 
Chadbourne & Parke, LLP

Financial Adviser
HSBC Securities

Ex Officio
Peter B. Gudaitis, M.Div. 
Executive Director & CEO

Board of Directors
Volunteers: 8/8/07 Flood & Tornado Relief

Mennonite Disaster Service 
Jerry Grosh
Steve Halteman
Floyd Hooker
Abram Martin
Earl Martin
Edwin Martin
Henry Martin
Jonathan Martin
Harvey Newswanger
Melvin Roes
David Ringler
Clinton Sauder
Leon Weaver
Lloyd Weaver
Harold Zimmerman
Ion Zimmermann

Muslim Consultative Network
Majed Abbadi 
Adem Carroll
Irfana Hashmi

Southern Baptist Men 
Chuck Stebbins

Southern Baptist Convention of New York
Matthew Evans
Beverly Flannery
Michael Flannery
Kevin Friedman
Dan Schwabe

Southern Baptist Convention of Pennsylvania
Roy Hockenbroch
Doug Lesher
Ernie Pyle

Taiwan Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation
Scott Huang
Peggy Sheng

With special Thanks To: The American Red Cross 
in Greater New york and the salvation Army of New 
york for their logistics support of our Volunteers.

Volunteers
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Staff
Peter B. Gudaitis, M.Div. 
Executive Director & CEO

Sara Epstein   
VisTA Member, Recovery & Advocacy

Ricardo Fernandez   
VisTA Member, HOWCALM™

Amber Gibson   
VisTA Leader

Kanda Golding   
Office Assistant

Scottie Hill, LCSW  
Director, Disaster Recovery & Advocacy

Benoît Jadoul   
Director, Development

Lida Mora   
Moderator, NyC 9/11 Unmet Needs Roundtable

Joshua M. Moses, MCD 
House Anthropologist

Nancy Olewine   
Finance Manager

Yvette Perry   
Director, Communications

Laurie Rhodes   
VisTA Member, HOWCALM™

Marco Riquelme   
Manager, HOWCALM™ & iT

Emily Stoneham   
VisTA Member, NDiN

Alison VanBuskirk   
VisTA Member, Communications

Ruth Yoder Wenger   
Coordinator, Community Outreach & Training and 
sTAR NyC

Daniel Wilson   
Development Assistant & Coordinator, VisTA 
Program 

Matthew Ziemer   
Coordinator, Recovery

Professional 
Affiliations
Citizens Corps Council –  
NYC Office of Emergency Management

Council of Community Services of New York State

Human Services Council of New York City

International Critical Incident Stress Foundation

National Association of Ecumenical and  
Interreligious Staff (NAEIS)

National Disaster Interfaiths Network (NDIN)

National Organizations for Victims Assistance 
(NOVA)

New York Immigration Coalition

New York Police Department – SHIELD

Non-Profit Coordinating Committee of New York

North American Interfaith Network (NAIN) 

Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster –  
New York City VOAD

Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster –  
New York State VOAD

To Come…

Disaster Chaplaincy and 
Spiritual Care Worker Program

Ready Receiving Centers

HOW Ready!

Pandemic Flu Resource Guide 
for Houses of Worship

Nites Out on Broadway 2008

Volunteer Leadership Corps



New York Disaster Interfaith Services 
22 Cortlandt Street, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10007 
Telephone 212.669.6100  Fax 212.669.6101

www.NYDIS.org

Building Partnerships for Readiness, Response, and Recovery


